
 

EAGLE NEWS 
Mrs. Sylvia Dennen, Principal 

2009-2010 WES PTA Board: 
 
President/VP Events  
Kelli Franco 
556-4142 
kmfranco@aol.com 
 
President Elect/ 
VP Fundraising  
Starlynn Nipper 
556-9963 
Star_PTA@nc.rr.com 
 
Treasurer  
Stacey Nelson 
554-3068 
staceynelson8@yahoo.com 
 
Secretary/ Teacher Liaison 
(K-2nd)  
Tene Williams 
562-3555 
twilliams10@wcpss.net 
 
Teacher Liaison (3rd -5th)  
Erin Dunbar 
562-3555 
edunbar@wcpss.net 
 
VP of Communications  
Suzanne Santos 
554-4269 
WESPTACommunica-
tions@live.com 
 
VP Student Services  
Amanda Viele 
570-0324 
viele@nc.rr.com 
 
VP Guidance Services  
Lin Navarro 
570-0571 
linmery@yahoo.com 
 
VP Volunteers  
Mary Beth Cristinziano 
556-2134 
mbcristinziano@yahoo.com 

         ! bƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ 

 The Wakefield Schools Summit was a huge success. Thank you to our 
parents who participated. Dr. Donna Hargens, Chief Academic Officer, and 
Dr. David Holdzkom, Assistant Superintendent of Evaluation and Research, 
presented pertinent student achievement data. Parents had the opportunity to 
discuss ways that the community can support us in our efforts to make certain 
every child is successful and reaches his/ her full potential. A focus group will meet 
in November to share the suggestions made and plan ways to put the strategies in 
place. 
 Our Wednesday early release days continue to be valuable in giving our 
teachers time for collaboration on student data. We have had sessions on best 
practices for guided reading and strategies to help our English Second Language 
Learners. Teachers have had the opportunity to discuss individual students with 
their team and share their ideas for remediation and enrichment. Our reading 
intervention teachers, ESL teachers, special education teachers, and AG specialists 
have also been involved in the discussions. We appreciate parents making 
arrangements for our early dismissal Wednesdays to give us this time to work 
together. 
 Many questions have been asked since the school board elections. Many 
of you are concerned with what changes may effect Wakefield Elementary School. 
As I receive information, I will certainly pass it on to you. Our focus remains to 
provide a quality education for all of our students..  
 We have several opportunities in the near future for families to be 
involved with events planned by the PTA. We look forward to seeing you and 
enjoying being together as a school family. Please continue to make school 
involvement a priority.  
Mrs. Dennen 

November 2009 

New Staff Stars Program  

Looking for a way to show a school staff member 

your appreciation? The PTA now has a "Staff 

Stars" program. On the table in the lobby you will 

find "Staff Stars" forms and a box. Fill out the form 

thanking a teacher, office personnel, etc. and 

place it in the box. The PTA will post them on the 

Bulletin Board next to the Computer Lab for every-

one to see. If you are unable to get to the school, 

you can download one from the PTA website and 

your child can drop it in the box in the lobby. It's an 

easy way to say "Thank You" and let the staff 

know how much we appreciate them! 

PTA General Membership 

Meeting  
Nov.  10th @ 6pm in the 

Multipurpose Room.  Please join 

us to review current programs 

and  

to vote on important budget 

changes. 

 After the meeting concludes we 

will be having Family Night at the 

Bookfair in the Media Center 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL 

THERE! 
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Please join us for the annual Wakefield Elementary School Book Fair!!  We will have a fantastic selection of books 

supplied by Bedford Falls Booksellers.  The Book Fair runs from November 2 through November 13 in the Media 

Center.  This yearõs Family Night at the Book Fair will take place on Tuesday, November 10 after the PTA General 

Membership meeting.  We will have desert, door prizes and even a visit from our school mascot, WES!!  Volunteers 

are needed to work shifts from 8:45-11:30, 11:15-1:30, and 1:15-3:45 each day.  For volunteer opportunities or 

questions, please email Sharon Gerald at sgerald@nc.rr.com. 

E A G L E  N E W S  

RED RIBBON WEEK  
The week of November 9th is Red Ribbon Week, which is a drug awareness week. In honor of this week your 
children will be receiving a red bracelet and we would like them to wear red on Friday, November 13th.   
We are also going to have a food drive during Red Ribbon Week to benefit Backpack Buddies.  This is a 
program that collects easy-to-open food items for children in our area who need food on the weekends. The 
following items can be sent to school with your kids or can be dropped off in the large box outside the front 
office: 
 easy-open soup ready-made mac&cheese  shelf safe milk  
 mixed fruit   crackers and pretzels   individual cereals 
 canned meat  canned beans    ramen noodles  
 popcorn  fruit snacks    cup-o-noodles 
 fruit juices  granola bars    dried fruit 
 
Questions?  Email Celeste Massie at nuttyma25@yahoo.com. 

Staff Recognition  

Calling all bakers!  Our Staff Recognition Committee would like to provide our hard working staff with a burst of 

energy for the 2.5 hr Early Release Wednesdays.  We need your scrumptious delights for 12/2, 2/17, 3/10 and 

4/21! 

Can you create a mouthwatering soup your family really enjoys?  Why not share it with our fantastic school 

staff!  Due to its success last year, we're happy to welcome back "Soup Lunch Day"  this winter season .  We 

will be hosting the first on  Nov. 13th and the second on Feb. 12th.   

Please contact Julie Fulmer (julie.fulmer@gmail.com) or Rhonda Cassidy (rlcassidy007@gmail.com) to 

coordinate your delectable donations.   

Family to Family Giving Tree  

The WES PTA is very excited to bring back our Family to 

Family Giving Tree this year!  It is a great opportunity to 

help provide a gift to a child whose family may be in need 

this holiday season. This wonderful program begins Nov 

23rd. There will be a preview sign up sheet to become a 

supporter for a child on Nov. 10th during the Family Book 

Fair Night event. Look for the "Giving Tree" in the school 

lobby!  More details will follow in your child's Monday 

Folder 

Thanks to everyone who participated in the 

2009 Walk-To-School Day! 

mailto:nuttyma5@yahoo.com


Classroom Connection 

Kindergarten notes  
We have been working really hard in kindergarten these 

last few months!  We are counting by 10's, extending 

patterns and connecting letter sounds to make words and 

sentences.  To continue our knowledge of rhyming, we are 

beginning to learn nursery rhymes.  In the beginning of 

November, we will have a special day called 'Nursery 

Rhyme Day' where we get to dress up in our favorite 

nursery rhyme character!  Our 2nd field trip of the year is 

right around the corner as well.  We will be walking to 

Food Lion and learning about nutrition.  With the holidays 

quickly approaching, we will work together with our 

families to create a turkey project.  We will display these 

creative turkeys in our kindergarten hallway!  Check back 

with us in a few months to see what else is happening in 

kindergarten! 

PTA Awards Teacher Mini -Grants  

  
The PTA is awarding 6 mini-grants totaling $1600 to staff 

members. The recipients are Victoria Alford (Safety Patrol), 

Julia Copoer (Kindergarten), Cat Howes (Self-Contained 

Class), the special needs team, the 1st grade team & the 4th 

grade team.  The grants will be used for items to enhance the 

students educational experience. This was made possible by 

the generous donations we received for the No-Fuss 

Fundraiser.  THANK YOU!! 

WES 2009-10 Yearbook on sale now!!             

Only  $15 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Send in with order envelope by Nov 20th  
(no spring sales, you must buy one now!) 
 
The yearbook committee plans to use a LOT of 
candidôs this year, so please send us your photos. 
You can email them to Lisaldavidson@aol.com.  

Poem by Adam Lenox 
5

th
 grade  

Ms. Alford-Powell 

 
High Up on the Mountain  

 
High up on the mountain 

This is what I see, 
I see a beautiful sight 

Of a beautiful tree. 
High up on the mountain 

This is what I feel, 
I feel some small furry thing 
Itôs a squirrel on my heel. 
High up on the mountain 

This is what I hear, 
The sound of birds chirping 
Something good for my ear. 

High up on the mountain 
This is what I smell, 

The smell of good old nature 
Something no one can sell. 

High up on the mountain 
This is what I taste, 

I taste the moist wet air 
Like a thin paste. 

High up on the mountain 
I am 
Free! 

N O V E M B E R  2 0 0 9  

 
Teacher òPay for Performanceó Survey 

The district 3 Board Advisory Council has launched their first survey to collect parent, teacher and administrator opinions 

about a Pay for Performance program in Wake County. In these programs, teachers are financially rewarded for increased 

performance in designated areas of their job, such as obtaining additional training, working in hard to staff schools or subjects, 

and student academic gain. There are only a few districts in the country actively using these programs, but the concept of 

rewarding teachers financially for a job well done is growing in popularity. Our survey is very short and will take less than 5 

minutes to complete. There is a comments box at the end for you to voice questions or concerns.  To access the survey go 

to: http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/?p=WEB229Q9AH3NGK  The deadline is November 3rd. If you have any questions 

please contact Kelli Franco kmfranco@aol.com. Thank you for taking the time to do this survey! 



MUSIC NOTES 

5
th
 graders are playing recorders, we are adding alto or descant parts ïsort of like band. 4

th
 graders are learning the 

composers, and their pieces they will hear played in the NC Symphony, Track one goes November 3rd.The other tracks 
will go later. 3

rd
 graders are learning to read musical symbols that tell musicians rhythm and melody.  Some classes 

have started playing the glockenspielsð(melody bells). 2
nd

 graders are learning about the treble clef notesðthe way 
musicians know what pitch/tone to play. 1

st
 graders are writing their Farmyard Sound pieces. They are having fun with 

rhythmic animal sounds.  Their works are posted right outside the music roomðcome and see it.  Kindergarteners are 
learning about steady beat and rhythm.  We are walking and dancing to the beat. 
 
Wakefield Chorus news:  Chorus is starting Tuesday, October 20th. We start at 7:45 am, please come through the front 
door.  I would like to invite every 4

th
 or 5

th
 grader would wants to sing to come. Chorus News and schedules are also be-

ing posted on the music page of the WES site. 

No Fuss Fundraiser 
Thank you to everyone for your generous donations to the No Fuss Fundraiser.  We had over 190 families donate and 

raised over $9,000.  Thank you to all the volunteers who helped during this event.  Chairperson: Cindi Ziegler; Co- Chair: 

Star Nipper; Committee Members: Kelli Franco, Tene Williams, Erin Dunbar, Stacey Nelson,  Mary Beth Cristinziano, 

Suzanne Santos, Joey Nipper,  Thom Ziegler, Kristy Yashinsky, Lynda Smith, and Lisa Davidson. 

 We also had many local businesses donate great prizes.  Congratulations to the following families who won the Prize 

Packages:   Polar Ice House/MVP Sports package:  Hannah Horowitz 

Orthodontic package: Brett and Shalyn Thompson 

Family Fun package: Justin deMatas 

Date Night package: Thomas and James Van Dyke 

Congratulations to the classes who won the following parties: 

POPSICLE:  K: Kirk    1st: Williams   2nd:  Wagoner   3rd:  Rinkoski 

  4th: Clark  5th:  Rodgers   AU K1-2: Drugan  AU K3-5: Howes 

PIZZA:    T. Williams 1st Grade 

A special thank you to the following businesses that donated to the Fundraiser. Please be sure to support them as they 

supported our school! 

Dr. Herbert Land  Blue Water Spa  Polar Ice House 

Young's Gym   Jumpin' Beans   Lowe's Food-12524 Capital Blvd. 

Carolina Residential Construction    Pittsburgh, Pizza and Wings 

Dick's Sporting Goods  Lucy Jevons @ Chris Scott Salon  MVP Sports 

Weõve got Spirit, yes we doéééé...Weõve got Spirit, how ôbout you? 

Spirit Nights are back for the 2009-2010 school year! Please make a note of the dates below so you, your family and 

friends can enjoy Wakefield Elementary Schoolõs Spirit Nights!  You never know when WES the Eagle may òpop upó.  The 

proceeds that the PTA receives from Spirit Nights will go towards enhancing the playground equipment!  Look for more 

information via way of Monday Folders, Web Site (www.wespta.org), E-mails, Phone Messages, etc. as each event 

approaches. 

Spirit Nights' Information:  November 9th, 2009 at Miltonõs Pizza and Pasta (Wakefield Commons Shopping Center), 5-

10 p.m.  Eat in or carry out!  Miltonõs will donate 20% of the total sales! January 28th, 2010 at Red Robin (Wake Forest), 

5-9 p.m.  Eat in or carry out!  Red Robin will donate 10% off every meal! March 3, 2010 at Chiliõs (Wake Forest), 11 a.m.-

10 p.m. (All Day).  Eat in or carry out!  Chiliõs will donate 10% of total sales! April 14th, 2010 at Barnes & Noble (**More 

information to come**).  Please remember to bring the flyers from your child's Monday Folders, or tell your server that 

you're with Wakefield Elementary! 

BOX TOPS NEWS   

Thanks to everyone who came out to support our school by shopping at Food Lion. The òShop at Food Lion Eveningó was a huge 

success and we raised about $250.00 for our school! We also got 30 MVP cards linked to our school to raise even more money 

for our kids. A special thank you to Food Lion for all their hard work to make the evening a hit!  A big thanks to Molly McDaniel, 
Tara Parris, Erin Dunbar, Starlynn Nipper, Amanda Viele, Kelli Franco, and of course WES for making this event 

possible.  

 Our fall collection for box tops went over really well and the winners from each grade level have been posted on the web page 

and in the school hallway. Those lucky winning classes will get to enjoy an ice cream party, so be on the look out for our 

winners!  We have yet another competition under way, and it ends February 20th.  Keep clipping away, and send those box tops in 

to your childõs teacher!! 
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WES PTA Calendar of Events 

Nov 2  Giving Tree Begins 
Nov 2τ13 Book Fair 
Nov 3  Reflections Deadline 
Nov 6  Shop the School Store, 8:45am-9:05am  
Nov 6     Spirit Day: wear your favorite college or professional team colors!  
Nov 9  Spirit Night at Miltons, 5pm-10pm   
Nov 10  Family Night at the Book Fair and General Membership Meeting 
Nov 10τ13 Red Ribbon Campaign  
Nov 13  Soup Lunch for Staff 
  Students wear red ribbon bracelets to school. 
Dec 2  Early Release at 1:15p.m. 
Dec 4  Spirit Day: celebrate the season-wear your holiday or snowman sweater or   
  jewelry. Or wear red/green or silver/gold.  
Dec 8  Giving Tree Donation Deadline   
Jan 8     Spirit Day: wear your silliest, craziest hat today!  
Jan 28  Spirit Night at Red Robin 
Feb 2  Soup Lunch for Staff 
Feb 5   Spirit Day: dress up as what you want to be when you grow up!  
Feb 11  General Membership Meeting; Tech/Art Night 
Feb 17  Early Release 
Feb 20  Father-Daughter Dance 
Mar 3  Spirit Night at Chilis 
Mar 5  Wear a funky tie or scarf today!  
Mar 10  Early Release 
Mar 11  Talent Show 
Apr 9    {ǇƛǊƛǘ 5ŀȅΥ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘŜŘŘȅ ōŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƧŀƳŀ ŘŀȅΗ  .ǳǘ ƴƻ ǎƴƻƻȊƛƴƎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΗ  
Apr 14  Spirit Night at Barnes & Noble 
Apr 21  Early Release 
Apr 24  Mother-Son Night 
May 6  General Membership Meeting 
May 7    {ǇƛǊƛǘ 5ŀȅΥ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀ ǿŀŎƪȅ ƘŀƛǊ ŘŀȅΗ  !ŘŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƭƻǊΣ ōŜŀŘǎΣ ƎŜƭΧΦ 
June 4     Spirit Day: Silly Sock Day - ōǊƛƎƘǘ ǎƻŎƪǎΣ ǎǘǊƛǇŜŘ ǎƻŎƪǎΣ ǘǿƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎƻŎƪǎΧΦ 

 

   

Family Fun Day was fun fun fun!  We had over 110 families sign up and attend this event on October 3
rd

 and 

our school was filled with smiling kids!  Kids lined up to get their faces painted by two very talented young ladies 
from Wakefield High School, Emma Badia and Soyon Chong.  And kids enjoyed winning prizes at the games in 
the gym and playing in the inflatable jump houses and slides outside.  And then there were some ñooohs and 
ahhhsò when Keith from Keithôs Comedy Magic dazzled the audience with his act. 

 

Of course, the event was only successful because of our wonderful volunteers.  We would like to thank these 
awesome teachers for coming in to help:  Mrs. Gilliam, Mrs. Woodward, Mrs. Clark, Mrs. Doyle, and Ms. Gaffney 
(whose daughter came in to help, too!)  Parents and older kids who helped include Chris Merrin, Celeste Massie, 
Falon and Will Massie, Monica VonWindheim and her daughter, Katriana, Jim Franco, John Franco, Jen Grasso, 
Lin Navarro, Kim and Chris Lampert, Jon and Nick Cristinziano, R.J. Helkowski, Mike Cristinziano, James Karle, 
Lorie Buchholz, Laura Ramsey, Natalie Ayscue, Kristin Edgerton, Ben Alli, Christopher Resta, Daniel Fox, Drew 
Begin.  A special thanks to our wonderful PTA President, Kelli Franco, who ran the show after the chairperson, 
Mary Beth Cristinziano, broke her ankle!  THANK YOU! 
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Spinnerôs Grill proudly supports the 

Wakefield Elementary School PTA. 

If you need assistance with a fundraiser 

or birthday party give us a call at 

919-453-1100 

We thank you for letting us be a part of 

the community 

and hope to see and hear from you in 

the near future. 

Home of Raleigh's Best & Biggest Burgers 

www.spinnersgrill.us 

 

Wakefield Commons II 
14460 New Falls of Neuse 

Raleigh, NC 27614 
 

919-453-2869 

 

 

Your #1 Choice for Quality   Toy s and 

Birthday Gifts!  

Save 10% on any 1 item with this ad 

Expires:11-30-09 

Coming  

January
 

DURANT ROAD DURANT ROAD Musical Theatre 

�6�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J���L�Q���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���7�K�H�D�W�U�H 

 www.kidslovemusic.com    919 - 844 - 3228  

American Girl 
Track - Out Camp   

Dec 14th - 18th, 2009  (Track #1) 

Jan 4th - 8th, 2010  (Track #4) 

Jan 25th - 29th, 2010  (Track #3) 

Feb 15th - 19th, 2010  (Track #2) 

Passive Fundraising 

 

If you shop at Food Lion, Harris Teeter, or 

Target make sure to link your MVP, VIC, 

and/or REDcard to Wakefield Elementary.  

Itõs easy as 1-2-3!  When you link and use 

your customer card or cards, you will assist 

our school in raising additional funds.  These 

funds help support services and programs at 

our school.  Look for more information on 

earning Cash for Wakefield Elementary in 

your childõs Monday folder.  You can also 

visit our web site at www.wespta.org.   Feel 

free to contact Starlynn Nipper at 

Star_PTA@nc.rr.com with any questions or 

for assistance.  Thanks for supporting 

Wakefield Elementary, and remember that 

your family members and friends can help 

make a difference too! 


