
EAGLE NEWS 
Mrs. Sylvia Dennen, Principal 

 
 
2009-2010 WES PTA Board: 
 
 
President/VP Events  
Kelli Franco 
556-4142 
kmfranco@aol.com 
 
Treasurer  
Stacey Nelson 
554-3068 
staceynelson8@yahoo.com 
 
Secretary/ Teacher Liaison 
(K-2nd)  
Tene Williams 
562-3555 
twilliams10@wcpss.net 
 
Teacher Liaison (3rd -5th)  
Erin Dunbar 
562-3555 
edunbar@wcpss.net 
 
VP of Communications  
Suzanne Santos 
554-4269 
WESPTACommunica-
tions@live.com 
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  The process for student assignment is coming to a 

close and weõll soon have an accurate estimate of our 

enrollment for next year. If you have neighbors with rising 

kindergarten students, please urge them to register if they have 

not done so. It makes planning for our classes much easier.  

 We will remain on the year - round calendar for the 2011 -

2012 school year.  The board considered the projected 

substantial growth in our attendance area in their decision. 

The decision also allows us to remove four of the mobile units 

from our campus to free up more playground space. These units 

will be moved during the summer months.  

 The remaining mobile units are receiving needed repairs 

including new carpet tile s in the fourth grade modular unit. 

These upgrades are in progress. We have had our environmental 

specialists out to examine the units also.  

 During inclement weather, path walkers who will carpool 

must be picked in the carpool lane. No path walkers should leave 

the back gate to be picked up in that area. If they are a car 

rider, they should follow the carpool procedures and be 

dismissed from the media center. This is for the safety of all of 

our children.  

 The deadline for track change requests for 2009 - 2010 has 

passed. If you filled out a form, you will receive a letter letting 

you know what track your student will be assigned to for next 

year. Please know that we do our best to grant parent requests, 

but also have to keep our numbers equitable on each track. The 

majority of our requests are for track 4 and that track is 

generally at capacity.  

 This is an exciting time of the year. Weõve seen so much 

academic growth from our students and we are already in the  

planning stage for the following year. That is one of the positive 

aspects of the year -round calendar. Itõs a smooth progression 

from one year to the next.  

 Thanks to all of our wonderful parents who continue to 

volunteer in so many areas of our school. We appreciate you!  

 

Mrs. Dennen  

April 2010 



Calling all Boys of Wakefield Elementary  

 

Itôs time to sign up and get your mom (or guest) in a pair of roller skates! Please join us at JellyBeans on 
April 23

rd
 from 5-7pm for our Mother & Son Event. There will be rockinô music, dinner from Miltonôs, a 

special photo opportunity and a door prize drawing. So come dance the night away at JellyBeans! 

Look for the orange flyer coming home in your Monday Folder or visit  the PTA website www.wespta.org. 

 

We will need volunteers for this event. Please contact Wendy Melchiorre at bunzmail@hotmail.com or Shauna Schwarz 
at shaunaschwarz@mac.com. 
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E A G L E  N E W S  

 

The Stars of Wakefield Talent Show 2010 was an exciting and fun night!  We hope you enjoyed the show as 

much as we did. There were many talented kids who performed and what a fantastic job they did entertaining everyone! 
They truly were stars! 
  
Many people and businesses contributed their time, efforts, energy, and more to make this event happen and we are 
very grateful! It was an enjoyable experience and we would like to take this opportunity to thank them all. 
  
A very big thank you goes to our sponsors at Right Track Academy who played a large role in making the show run so 
smoothly. In addition, thank you to Miltons Pizza who provided all the delicious pizzas and beverages and VIP Formal 
Wear for providing Miss Dunbarôs tuxedo. Also thank you to the Janitorial Staff for all their help with setting up and 
cleaning up. 
  
We would like to extend a very special thank you to each and every volunteer who made the Stars of Wakefield Talent 
Show such a huge success! Thank you to Starlynn Nipper, Kelli Franco, Miss Dunbar, Sue Hitchins, Lisa Wright, 
Seema Seth, Jennifer Laney, Mary Beth Cristianzo, Pamela Williams, Brittain Hinton, Noelle Gagnon, Beth Murray, 
Michelle Moore, Laura Ikageau, Suzanne Santos, Lin Navarro, Stacey Nelson and John Watson.  Thank you to the 
event co-chairs: Lia Watson and Stacey Hinton. We could not have had such a successful talent show without you! 
  
Finally, thank you to all the parents for letting their children share their talents with us and to the performers for all of 
their hard work! 

  Spirit Nights 

 Thanks to all who attended our Spirit Night at Chili's. We earned over 

$200 that will be used to enhance our playground!  

  

Our next Spirit Night is scheduled for April 14th at Barnes & Noble and 

California Pizza Kitchen. The School Chorus will be singing at 6pm upstairs 

in Barnes and Noble and several staff members will be reading 

throughout the evening in the children's section.  It should be a fun night 

for everyone!  

General Membership Meeting & Volunteer Recognition  

Please join us on Thursday May 13th at 6pm for our next PTA General Membership Meeting.  We will be 

electing the PTA board for the 2010 - 2011 school year and recognizing the volunteers that worked so hard 

to make this school year a success.  We hope to see you there!  

A huge òThank youó 

to  Julie Sperrazza 

and Jennifer Grasso 

for helping with 

spring pictures!  

mailto:bunzmail@hotmail.com


Kindergarten notes  

Spring is an exciting time in kindergarten.  We are learning 

so many things, and the progress is amazing!  We have 

been working hard on developing our writing skills and are 

beginning to write about our experiences.  We began the 

month of March with a celebration of Dr. Seussõ birthday.  

We were even paid a visit by òThe Cat in the Hat.ó   A 

HUGE THANK YOU goes out to Miss Tina and the cafeteria 

staff for a delicious breakfast of green eggs and ham.  Life 

is busy in the kindergarten world, and we are preparing to 

expand our world beyond the walls of Wakefield 

Elementary.  A study of our community will involve walking 

field trips to McDonaldõs and Dunkin Donuts.  What great 

experiences to write about!   

. 

First Grade  

The first grade students and teachers enjoyed working together as they 

investigated pebbles, sand, and silt. The children engaged in multisensory experiences 

such as screening river rocks, sorting rocks by size, separating sand from silt, and 

investigating the properties of clay to help them understand the physical properties and 

relationships between rocks, sand, silt, and clay. Students rotated between classrooms as 

they conducted experiments, made and recorded observations, and reported results. 

First graders say, òScience rocks!ó 

 

 

 

Third Grade  
We have been working hard and staying busy in third 
grade! The students have been reading a variety of 
fiction stories. We have been looking more closely at 
story elements, lesson or message, cause and effect, 
and author's viewpoint. In writing, the students are 
using the writing process to publish their very own 
book entitled All About Me! We enjoy reading over 
our students' drafts and learning more about each 
one of them. We are also very proud of our third 
grade mathematicians. They are working very hard 
on memorizing multiplication and division facts and 
solving word problems. Each third grade class has 
completed investigations to learn more about objects 
in our sky. We now have a whole grade level full of 
"Moon Watchers". We are looking forward to partici-
pating in two field trips and doing even more interest-
ing things in the coming months. 
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 ART NEWS 

 
The North Carolina Museum of Art is almost ready! The Grand opening will be April 24th.-25th., 2010 . The festivities 
will include hands on activities, artists, dancers, and fireworks at night..., so come out, and enjoy. The 21st Annual 
Young Artist Exhibit will take place on April 2, 2010. The elementary school's exhibit will be at Marbles Kids Museum 
this year. The award presentation will start at 5:00 pm. The museum will have a free play time before the opening 
reception (4:00-5:00). Wakefield Elementary will have three student's artwork on display..., they are Katie Liu, Vibe 
Hjulmand and Ashley Hohmann. Congratulations to these third graders! Also, this April, Wakefield's art students will 
have a clay exhibition at the State Employees Credit Union (Wakefield Branch). A list of these student's name will 
come later. Every day at school I have the pleasure of seeing some of these young artists work ..., it is amazing! 

Please continue to allow your child to use his/her imagination at home.            Helen Miles , Art 



Staff Stars  
Time is running out!  There is only a little over 2 months left in the school year to thank those staff 

members who have worked so hard with our children this year!  If you know someone who deserves 

recognition for all they do, fill out a Staff Stars form and place it in the box on the table in the lobby. 

The PTA will post them on the Bulletin Board next to the Computer Lab for everyone to see. If you 

are unable to get to the school, you can use the form below or you can download one  from the 

PTA website and your child can drop it in the box. It's an easy way to say "Thank You" and let the 

staff know how much we appreciate them!  

The Father Daughter Dance was held February 20th and it was fun filled evening seeing all the dads and 
daughters dancing and having fun together.  A big thank you to our community partners:  Harris Teeter, 
Smithfieldôs, Wakefield Nails, Marquee Cinemas and TPC of Wakefield Plantation for their generous 

donations.  The food was delicious from Ziggyôs Restaurant and the service they provided was 
awesome.  A special thank you to all those volunteers that donated their time to help with the 
Father Daughter Dance:  Stacey Nelson, Mary Beth Cristinziano, Starlynn Nipper, Tony Morano, 
Kristin Edgerton, Charlene Morgan, Angela Washington, Meredith Furr, Michelle Flynn, Alyssa 
Newton, Kristy Yashinsky, Maria Gagnon, as well as all the dads that stayed afterwards to help 
with clean up.   It was a huge success and ran smoothly with all of your help!   

A P R I L  2 0 1 0  

BOX TOPS NEWS 

¢ƘŜ .ƻȄ ¢ƻǇǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜΧΧYƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ- Kirk, First-Waddell, Second-Wagoner, 
Third-Guthrie, Fourth-Beckes, and Fifth-Clabbatz.  

A big thanks goes out to all those who sent in box tops and made this collection a success. Our school has received a significant 
amount of money back for all of those box tops that were clipped!  

Collections are done for this school year, but please continue to save as competitions will start back up next school year!  

Special thanks to the wonderful volunteers who helped in finalizing the count of all those box tops! Volunteers included: 
Joanne Bald, Mary Beth Cristinziano, Amy Dillard, Christine Dodaro, Molly McDaniel, Nicole Rubin, Seema Seth, and Sharon 
VanDyke. A special thank-you to Gretchen Goodwin for coordinating the event! 

Signed (Optional) 

Staff  Stars 
For (Staff Member) 

Thank you for 

Thank you to Lisa Davidson 

for keeping the webpage 

updated. 

 Thank you to Jim 

Franco for keeping the 

tetherballs up!  
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WES PTA Calendar of Events 

Apr 5  Newsletter goes home 
Apr 9    Spirit Day: It is teddy bear and pajama  
  day!  But no snoozing in the classroom!  
Apr 14  Spirit Night at Barnes & Noble and  
  California Pizza Kitchen 
Apr 21  Early Release at 1:15p.m. 
Apr 23  Mother-Son Night at Jellybeans 
May 7    Spirit Day: make it a wacky hair day!   
  !ŘŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƭƻǊΣ ōŜŀŘǎΣ ƎŜƭΧΦ 
May 13  General Membership meeting 
May 14  Newsletter deadline 
June 4    Spirit Day: Silly Sock Dayτ  bright socks, 
  ǎǘǊƛǇŜŘ ǎƻŎƪǎΣ ǘǿƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎƻŎƪǎΧΦ 
June 7  Newsletter goes home 

 Thank You WES Staff Appreciation Volunteers  
 

Dear Parents,  

   It takes involved parents to make a good school a great one, and thankfully, at Wakefield Elementary, 

we have plenty of parents willing to give their time and energy to make this school a place for everyone 

to enjoy.  Staff Appreciation events are a great way to keep the staff motivated and let them know you 

care.  Thank you, parents, for volunteering to bring in soups for our last soup luncheon, and those who 

brought in baked goods for our teachers this past "early" early release Wednesday.  Your donations were 

well appreciated and savored by the staff.  A big thank you also goes to Julie Fulmer for coordinating the 

soup lunches and treats for early release days!  

   Please note that the next, and final, opportunity to participate in a Staff Appreciation activity is the 

Teacher/Staff Appreciation Week, the week of May 17th.  We will have more information, and ideas, in 

regards to that week coming up!  Thanks again for your dedication.  

Thank you to Marybeth 

Cristinziano and Chris 

Merrin  for  being the 

"copy crewó. 
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Senior Services 

Personalized Home Services, Errands & Outings   

Caring companionship & conversation  

Care for pets & plants 

Home administration & organization  

Light meal preparation  

Light housekeeping & laundry  

Light yard work  

Errands  

Fun outings (book store, library, lunch, etc.)  

 

Suzanne Santos 

Phone:  919-800-8775 

Website:  www.suzannesseniorservices.com 

Email:  suzanne@suzannesseniorservices.com 

Licensed & Insured 

 

 

 

Mill Creek Riding, LLC  
millcreekriding@yahoo.com  

 

Located on a small private farm in Wake Forest  

just minutes from North Raleigh  

Specializing in Birthday Parties &  

Lessons for beginners and children  
All private sessions  

Focused on safety 

Mounted and ground instruction  

Day to day horse care  

Horse health  
 

Gift Certificates Available  
 

Call us at (919) 556 -9387 
Cheryl Gazaleh, Member/Manager  


